HOW TO CHOOSE THE RIGHT CARLOS PICKUP

1. TEMPORARY INSTALLATION

* no guitar modification, no need for luthier
* choices are:
CS SENSOR https://cs-sensor.eu/
SH SOUNDHOLE MICROPHONE https://carlosjuan.eu/diverse/soundhole micro/

2. PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION

* all active 9V powered systems need a professional installation

* you must follow the RULES as in the manual attached

* all active 9V powered systems use SAME under saddle COAX transducer (1,6mm diameter)

* the guarantee doesn't cover damages due to wrong installation, the pickup will not work correct if ALL the rules are
not implemented, the system will feedback only if rules are not followed

* your pickup is long-time tested before shipping and video is made to show its function prior to shipping, video is
recorded to avoid discussing who is right or wrong in the unwanted case of damage by the installer

3. ACTIVE PICKUP SYSTEMS (as available 4-2026)

* VIP OEM https:/carlosjuan.eu/vip-oem/

only under saddle

* VIP DM https://carlosjuan.eu/acoustic-guitar-pickups-2/vip-double-m/

undersaddle with added mini condenser gooseneck microphone fixed on an endpin preamp

* CP-1 HIGH END https:/carlosjuan.eu/acoustic-guitar-pickups-2/high-end/

only under saddle unless custom with added mini condenser on TRS that can be positioned anywhere inside the
guitar upon demand, or added CS SENSOR on TRS

4. RECOMENDATION

Are you playing a steel-string guitar ? Nylon-string guitar ? Flamenco guitar ? Gipsy Style guitar ? Resophonic ?
Mandolin ? Sitar ? Upright bass ? Acoustic bass ? Before making a decision, we strongly recommend you have an
insight into Carlos Juan new book launched Sept. 1 2025. The History of Carlos Amplification. ORDER & INFO:
https://carlosjuanbook.eu/

* This is an exceptional book with foreword written by George Benson, who highlights Carlos's abilities as a true

master, stating that "Carlos Juan would have to be among the greatest guitar technicians in the world.“. You

will also get a valuable data about guitars action of the superstars, since Carlos worked on guitars of all of them, as

well as tools incl. installation tips. Available here for purchase: https://carlosjuanbook.eu/

* Who is your idol in guitar world; what Carlos pickup did Eric Clapton, Pat Metheny, George Benson, Vicente
Amigo, Stochelo Rosenberg, David & Mark Knopfler, Lionel Loueke, Marc Antoine, Antonio Forcione,
Yamandu Costa, Nathan East ... decided for? 100 pages, 1000+ artists, 850+ photos, timeline, tools.

5. STEEL STRING GUITAR

* Regardless if Martin, Taylor, Guild, Gibson, Lowden (double coax), or any other brand here is our suggestion:

* VIP OEM - tested in venue of 80.000 visitors, a powerful pickup, under saddle only, 2 controls in s/h

* VIP DM - incl. mini condenser, 3 controls in s/h, micro can be mixed IN or OUT, coax works always

* CP-1 High End It sounds like having a vintage tube Neumann inside the guitar. The owners? Guitar celebrities and
professionals, Al Di Meola, Eric Clapton, George Benson, Marc Antoine, Pat Metheny, Paulo Bellinati,
Yamandu Costa, Vicente Amigo ....
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6. FLAMENCO / CLASSICAL GUITAR

* VIP DM - incl. mini condenser, 3 controls in s/h, micro can be mixed IN or OUT, coax works always, this is so

called TOMATITO system, and used by all the superstars of Flamenco guitar

* VIP OEM - only under saddle, Amos Lora, Ketama, Gipsy Kings, Mario Bakuna, Raimundo Amador,

Ardeshir Farah, Camilo, Ulisses Rocha and many more - see the Book of History for full users list

* CP-1 High End only with added CS sensor or mini condenser for golpe! Otherwise golpe will be very ,decent”

7. RECOMMENDED INSTALLERS - info available on request

* we have a list of trusted installers Worldwide, USA, EU, UK, TAIWAN, HONG KONG, CHINA, JAPAN ....
8. MSRP PRICES IN EURO 9-2025 (for export outside EU reduce 21% VAT)

* CS SENSOR 360.-

* VIP OEM 590.-

* VIP DM 690.-

* VIP DMT 740.- for Taylor guitars, 1:1 replacement, 3 controls on side like ES2, available 12-2025
* VIP DOUBLE (TRS) discontinued

* CP-1 HIGH END ( choice of wooden preamp engraved ,Eric* ,Carlos” ,Vicente®) 1490.-

* CUSTOM Addition to CP-1 on TRS, CS or mini condenser each 290.-

Delivery times as 4-2026
CS SENSOR 2 weeks
VIP OEM 1 week
VIP DM 1 week
CP-1 High End 2-3 weeks

9. DEPOSIT
50% upon order and rest before shipping, Paypal or Bank transfer to IBAN in Spain

STEP 2
Saddle - Slot - Routing

VARIOUS COAX (SLOT) PLACEMENT SITUATIONS

- saddle must sit at least 50-50 % inside/outside

P
- even better 60% inside and 40% outside or more

/ b A A H wood 1xTmm
GENERAL RULES (with the transducer under the saddle): i | | . glued on side
; JU——T—

- make a marking on saddle with guitar stringed before proceeding
- count 1.7 - 1.8 mm for transducer height
- if slot is not deep enough, route it deeper as necessary on the full width

ALWAYS FOLLOW THIS RULE : saddle is sitting snug-fit inside the slot 50-50% or more ,,in“ then ,,out“
- 2mm slot needs no routing channel, 0.2 mm on coax sides won't produce any feedback (due to empty space)
-2mm to 3mm slot needs ROUTING of 1.8mm channel (square-shaped or round-head bit) ON THE LEFT
SIDE !! means on the side of the neck, this is where diagonally the (strings) pressure over the saddle happens.
- 3mm slot situation can be solved by super-gluing a 1xImm material (wood or plastic bar) on the right side.
This way you've ,filled-up" the empty space next to coax transducer, which would produce feedback and
damage strings balance, coax should never lay free in a slot wider then 2mm, it will not get the right pressure

STEP 3
Bridge Modification / additional strings holes

WE RECOMMEND
- six additional strings holes on tie block (bridge)

! ¥ 45 degrees transducer channel onﬁ +E1

FIRST drill two channels for transducer on E6 and El sides
(coax) transducer channels MUST be 45 degrees, never 90!
- if channel is 90 degrees the coax will produce unwanted energy (feedback)
- drill the channels as much as possible near the slot corners
- coax must enter the channel FREE of any pushing (damage makes a short on top !)
- router bit should be 1.8mm (squared or round head) on the LEFT side of the slot

- creates a more optimal break angle (pressure) of the string over the saddle for OPTIMAL pickup performance
- it is easier to change the strings without scratching the top plus no risk of the string slipping out if done right
- strings will hold longer and guitar will get more sustain, acoustic strings balance (gain) is hearable better

- long drill + steel bar are self-made, bit is 1.6mm, steel bar is hold by its nail in original hole to avoid slipping

10.






